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Peano’s name is well known, having been attached to several 
things in mathematics, e.g. the Peano theorem in differential 
equations, Peano’s postulates for the natural numbers, the Peano 
curve, and even (though he would not have recognized it) Peano 
space. He was perhaps at the height of his fame in 1900, but 
after that his reputation among mathematicians and logicians 
suffered a decline. There were many reasons for this, and first 
among them was his shift of interest to linguistics and his ded- 
ication to the international auxiliary language movement. Among 
other causes for this decline were Peano’s own personality and a 
certain factionalism that developed at the University of Turin. 
As a result, for almost 30 years after Peano’s death he seemed 
to be appreciated fully by only one man, Ugo Cassina. But al- 
though Cassina wrote several articles about Peano’s work, he 
never really enlarged on the three “biographical” pages in his 
elogia [Cassina 19281. Furthermore, no translation into English 
of a complete article by him appeared prior to my 1973 volume 
containing translations of some 20 articles, a chronological list 
of Peano’s publications, a bibliography on Peano’s life and work, 
and a brief biographical sketch. A 24-page biography will shortly 
be published by BirkhPuser Verlag, Basel, in the series “Kurze 
Mathematiker-Biographien.” 
Peano had many students and disciples. The late Ugo Cassina 
once published a list of 45 Italians who, at one time or another, 
belonged to the “school” of Peano. His two-volume collection of 
reprints (1961) contain 10 articles treating Peano’s work, and 
there were others. His devotion was more strongly shown by his 
editing of the three-volume selected works (Peano 1957-1959) and 
the facsimile reprint of the Formulario (Peano 1960). Cassina’s 
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interest in making Peano’s work known is evident. So it is sur- 
prising that the biographical data in these volumes is limited 
to one page of the introduction to the opere Scelte. One expec- 
ted that a biography of Peano would follow. 
On this assumption, I wrote to Cassina (under whom I had 
studied during the academic year 1957-58 in Milan) on 29 October 
1963, enquired whether he planned to write a biography of Peano, 
and offered my assistance. (I thought at the time that I could 
return to Italy in 1965). Cassina replied on 28 November 1963 
with a suggestion that we collaborate. He wrote: “IO penso the 
potremmo fare un lavoro di collaborazione: cios lei potrebbe 
scrivere la biografia di Peano in inglese servendosi de1 materiale 
da me raccolto (sia riguardante la vita the le opere) e di altro 
the potrei eventualmente procurarle.” [I think that we could do 
a work of collaboration: that is, you could write the biography 
of Peano in English using material collected by me (whether con- 
cerning his life or his works) and other material that I could 
eventually provide.“] But Cassina died on 5 October 1964, and 
his widow also died before my arrival in Italy in the fall of 
1966. In the meantime, I tried in vain to learn the contents of 
the “materiale da me raccolto.” In the spring of 1967, I finally 
traced it to a shoe box in the possession of a relative. There 
was nothing of biographical interest in it beyond a postcard from 
Peano to Cassina, which the somewhat embarrassed owner of the 
shoe box gave me. 
Another possible source of biographical information might be 
the correspondence in Peano’s possession when he died. The re- 
mains .of this material was eventually traced to another shoe box, 
this time in the Biblioteca Municipale di Cuneo. This contained 
a few items of correspondence with minor figures in the artificial 
language movement, and no correspondence with mathematicians. 
A few of Peano’s letters have been published [Cassina 1952, 
Gabba 1957. Note also Kennedy 1974?] I. Grattan-Guinness has 
noted that there are letters from Peano in the Institut Mittag- 
Leffler, and he has furnished me a copy of a letter to P.E.B. 
Jourdain. A few others have come to my attention: there is a 
postcard to Tullio Levi-Civita at the California Institute of 
Technology, a letter to D. E. Smith at Columbia University, 
three letters to Felix Klein at the University of Giittingen, 
two letters and six postcards to Gottlob Frege and a postcard to 
Jakob Liiroth in Berlin (Staatsbibliothek, Preussischer Kultur- 
besitz), and eight letters to Frege at the University of Kon- 
stanz. 
Besides collecting material for a biography of Peano, I have 
been studying his published works, but I believe that a study of 
Peano’s correspondence will shed light on the origin and dissem- 
ina’tion of some of his ideas. Hence, given the apparent dis- 
appearance of letters to Peano, it becomes even more important 
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to locate letters from him. For example, one would hope to gain 
insight into the relation between Peano’s interest in mathe- 
matics and his interest in the international auxiliary language 
movement, and of the mutual influences of those (Louis Couturat, 
Samuel Dickstein, and others) who shared these two interests 
with Peano. I plan to spend the academic year 1974-75 in Europe 
and would be grateful to anyone who furnished information of 
possible locations of Peano letters. During that year I hope to 
complete the biography, proposed to me a decade ago by Ugo 
Cassina. 
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